
FLEXIBLE. 
MEANINGFUL. 
ACHIEVABLE.

WASHINGTON STATE  
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

Whether deciding to pursue a career as a 
doctor or a machinist, serve in the military 
or enter the technology sector, Washington 
State students have numerous career 
choices post-high school. The Washington 
State High School Diploma provides 
students with the skills and knowledge 
needed to pursue their dreams and 
demonstrate that no matter what path they 
pursue after high school, they are ready  
for work, continued education, and  
other opportunities.  

Students take 17 foundational credits 
in math, English, science, social studies, 
arts, physical education, and career and 
technical education. They also take seven 
elective credits including three personalized 
pathway credits, which are aligned to the 
student’s career goals and their High School 
and Beyond Plan. 

At every stage of their education, students are exposed to 
academically and personally relevant classes that will help 
prepare them for life after high school.

RESOURCES FOR PLANNING 
A STUDENT’S FUTURE AFTER 
GRADUATION INCLUDE: 

• Career Bridge, a searchable database  
of career educational requirements and 
anticipated salaries: www.careerbridge.wa.gov

• Ready Set Grad: Higher education and  
planning resources for grades 6-12:  
readysetgrad.wa.gov

• Washington’s Labor & Industries’ 
apprenticeship program tool: www.lni.wa.gov 

HIGH SCHOOL AND BEYOND PLAN
As part of their graduation requirements, all 
Washington State students develop a High School and 
Beyond Plan. Students outline how they will meet the 
high school graduation requirements and what they 
want to do after graduation. Students begin developing 
their plan in middle school. A student then adjusts their 
plan throughout their high school journey, based on 
changing interests and goals.


